
 
 

Dear Book Reviewer, 

Word Alive Press is thrilled to introduce Beneath That Star, by Sally Meadows. This title is currently being carried 
in most major Christian Bookstores across Canada. It is also available to order through Amazon and 
Chapters/Indigo/Coles bookstores as well as in eBook format. 

 
‘As she sat there, eyes closed, she felt the light in the room slowly change. Her 
eyes snapped open. Light was streaming in through the window! 
 
Saray stumbled outside. There in the night sky, was the brightest light she had 
ever seen. The star! 
 
For one moment, Saray didn’t move. Then, heart thumping with joy, she went 
back inside to get her crutch and set off to follow that star.’ 

–From Beneath That Star 
 
Sally Meadows’ story of a young Jewish girl dreaming of a bright future will enthrall children. Engaging, 
imaginative, and centred in the Biblical truths of the story of Christ’s birth, Beneath That Star is an excellent 
addition to any child’s Christmas story collection. Based on Meadows’ original song by the same name, Beneath 
That Star is sure to become a much-loved story that encourages patience and obedience, and shows the strong 
love Jesus has for all children.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of Beneath That Star for review. Please do not hesitate to contact me to 
schedule an interview.  

Sincerely, 

 
Amy Groening 
Project Manager  
Word Alive Press 
Ph: 866.967.3782, ext. 210 
Email: amy@wordalivepress.ca 
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Sally Meadows  
 
Sally Meadows is a two-time national award-nominated singer-
songwriter, author, and speaker who delightedly pursues God's call on 
her creative life. As diversified as her former careers (scientific editor, 
children’s entertainer, teacher, science outreach educator, and 
administrator), Sally’s literary pursuits run the gamut from children’s 
books to adult non-fiction to journalism to inspirational songs. A long-
time worship leader with an interest in writing rooted deeply in her 
childhood, Sally left the corporate/academic world in 2013 after a 
health crisis prompted her to re-examine her priorities and shift to 
explore her writing and music passions more fully. 
 
Sally has been freelance writing since 2006, with articles in a wide range of publications, including Living Light 
News and FellowScript Magazine. In 2011, she wrote and recorded her first CD, Turn the Page (2012), followed by 
her Christmas CD, Red & White (2013), each of which include a song shortlisted for Canada’s largest and most 
prestigious awards for those writing from a Christian perspective, The Word Awards. In 2014, Sally was a 
contributing author to the #1 best-selling Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christmas in Canada and the only Canadian 
author in the international publication Organized Obstacles: An Underdog Anthology. Sally is also a contributing 
author to Hot Apple Cider with Cinnamon (2015) and 7 Essential Habits of Christian Writers (2015). In 2015, Sally 
released her first children’s book The Two Trees, about a child on the autism spectrum, and was a senior 
inspirational writer for the US-based online magazine Simply Elevate. Beneath That Star (2015) is her second book. 
 
After being in music and children’s ministry for many years, Sally’s ministry now focuses on creating and sharing 
her music, writing, and speaking at schools and other organizations in topics close to her heart. Like her character 
Saray in Beneath That Star, Sally waits in anticipation as to what’s next!  
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Saray longs to be a shepherd just like her three older brothers. But when God speaks to her in a dream to look out 
for and follow the bright star, what she finds beneath it is of far greater value than anything she could ever have 
imagined.  
 
Beneath That Star is an uplifting story for all ages about obedience, patience, trust, healing, and above all, God’s 
immeasurable love for each one of us. 
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Endorsements 
What has been said about Beneath That Star 
 
‘Beneath That Star is a young girl’s compelling search to seek a different path than the traditional journey laid out 
for women of her time. Along the way, Saray discovers the truth and real gift of life.... The beautiful illustrations, 
added questions, and author’s note make her book captivating and readable for all ages to enjoy.’ 

— National best selling, award winning author Marion Mutala of trilogy Baba’s Babushka: A Magical 
Ukrainian Christmas/Easter/Wedding, and the book Grateful 

 
‘Sally has written a delightful, captivating story full of wonder, hope and inspiration as Saray follows the Star of 
Bethlehem and finds her loving Saviour. The accompanying questions offer readers the opportunity to personalize 
the story for their own lives…’ 

— Carol Harrison, author of Amee's Story and contributor to 7 Chicken Soup for the Soul books and 3 
other anthologies 

 
‘Although Beneath That Star is a children’s story, the message will comfort and encourage readers of all ages. It’s a 
wonderful reminder that when we search for Jesus, we will find him, and when we find him, we will find our 
healing.’    

— Brenda J. Wood, author of Meeting Myself: Snippets from a Binging and Bulging Mind. 
 
‘Beneath That Star by Sally Meadows is much more than a children’s book. The story of a young girl learning to 
trust God brings hope and inspiration no matter what your age. This delightful book is sure to become a favourite 
in many families.’   

— Tandy Balson, author of Dragonflies, Snowdrifts & Spice Cake  
 
‘The perfect book to teach our children about the Saviour. An easy read that is both inspirational and joyful…’ 

— Angel Barrino, author of the international bestselling book His Purpose, My 
Praise 
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‘Beneath That Star, a Christmas picture book to accompany Sally Meadows' original song by the same name, is a 
story full of hope, trust and comfort. Saray’s courageous journey through the night to follow the star reflects our 
own insecurities and pains as we, too, journey Beneath That Star. Her joy can be our joy too.’ 

— Mary Hosmar, author of A Matter of Conscience, Legacy, and the So What do They Believe? series. 
 
‘In Beneath That Star Sally Meadows gives us a look into Saray’s life and dreams, and the struggle of an “ordinary" 
girl. We can all relate to the desire to pursue and reach our dreams. The conclusion and hope in this heartwarming 
story is uplifting and inspiring to our own lives and will resonate in my heart for many years to come.’ 

— Carola Meerkerk, ‘Bethea’, national Covenant Award nominee, songwriter/singer, senior 
inspirational writer for Simply Elevate Magazine 

 
‘In Beneath That Star, Sally Meadows has effectively given breath to a beautiful story about hope, anticipation, 
and glorious celebration.’ 

— Glynis M. Belec, author of Galloping Gus, Mrs. B Has Cancer, and Hopeful Homer 
 
‘An inspirational story that will leave you smiling and strengthen your faith. It gave me goose bumps.’ 

—Kimberley Payne, author of Adam’s Animals—Fun Facts about God’s Creation 
 
‘A beautifully crafted story of a sweet girl who finds hope in following the Star to Bethlehem.’ 

—Janis Cox, award winning author and illustrator of Tadeo Turtle 
 
‘Each one of us can follow our star and meet with Jesus. This is Sally Meadows’ message, touchingly told. Her 
discussion questions invite her readers to examine their own relationship with Him.’ 

—Bobbie Ann Cole, author of Love Triangles, Discovering Jesus the Jew in Today’s Israel 
 

‘Saray's story taps into that longing we all feel to be loved and known by God. Sally Meadows' moving story, 
combined with Sarah E. Nickel's rich illustrations, remind us of the hope, faithfulness, and promise found in the 
manger. A beautiful addition to your Christmas story time!’ 

- Allison Lynn, of the award winning music duo, Infinitely More 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Beneath That Star 
ISBN: 978-1-4866-1029-7 
Format: 8” x 8” Trade 
Page Count: 32 
 

Interview Questions 
 

  Your children’s book, Beneath That Star, is based on a song you wrote for your Christmas CD, Red & 
White. What was the inspiration for the song? 

 
 What was your thought process when you made the decision to write a children’s book based on your 

song “Beneath That Star”? 
 

 In the book, the main character, Saray, longs to follow what was back then an unconventional path for 
young women. Tell us more about Saray. Is there a little bit of Saray in you personally? 

 
 Your book is metaphorical on a number of levels. Can you explain? 

 
 The story ends with Saray coming into the presence of baby Jesus. What is your vision for Saray’s life 

beyond that day? 
 

 Tell me more about your illustrator. How do you go about choosing an illustrator for your book(s)? 
 

 What are your personal hopes and dreams for this book? 

 

To schedule an interview with Sally, please contact: 

Word Alive Press 

Phone: 866.967.3782, ext. 210 

Email: amy@wordalivepress.ca 
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